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E F all annual festivals among
I Christlan npatons, Haster
I i seems to have made the most
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NEEP OLD CUSTOM

People of Brittany Combine An-
oient Legends With Easter
Ceremonies.

serivus impression, and the
<customs connected with Its cele-
brations to have lingered the longest.
Europe, with_its many nations, and,
therefore, many peoples, has ever been
the scene of varlous ceremonles dis-
tinctly belonging to the separate coun-
tries, with the Latin church always In
the lend In the matter of picturesque
symbols and processions,

The war last year and this will
make a difference In some districts,
but wherever there ure a few gathered
together in his name in the nelghbor-
hood of mighty cathedrals still stand-
ing, or tiny kirks in. the heart of the
woods or along the sea, there will

some feature of the story of the Atone- |

ment be told In symbols,

In Brittany, a southern province of
France, which nestles close to the
Pyrenees, and in consequence perhaps
takes on something of the colorful at-
mosphere’ of its nelghbors, the Spanish
provinces, many Interesting customs
are observed. It Is a land of legends.

On Easter morning at the Church of
8t. Cronle>, in the village of Finlstere,
Brittany, every man, woman and child
of the vicinity Is In attendance., The
women and children are in thelr best
frocks and snowlest cups, and the men
are lending the cattle to the door of
this church, which would do credit to
a city of size,

There the priest recelves the men
and anlmals, and while the women
cluster around, gravely listening, the
cattle are blessed and the care of St
Oronley Invoked In thelr behalf, This
saint I8 a great favorite all over Brit-
tany; and, like so many traditions of
the Bretons, his story 1s connected
with many legends,

He was hunted by wild men until
death seemed near, when suddenly
every pursuer was turned into a stone,
and so they stand today, one group
forming a regular border anlong the
road from Carnac to Kerlescant,

WATCH FOR DAWN OF EASTER

Thousands Gather on Mountain of
8Southern California to Take Part
In Religious Ceremony.

In one of the loveliest spots In south-
ern California, rising above the green
orange and lemon groves of the val-
ley, stands & bare and rugged moun-
tain peak, Crowning its highest polnt
Is a great, wooden cross. Nearby on
huge bowlders are swung two iron bells,
gnd set In another high bowlder is a
bronze tablet recording that this moun-
tain top is dedicated to Fra Junipero
Serra, a sturdy old Spanish priest who,
many years before Californla came into
the Union, many years before the revo-
lution which ereated the Unlon, strode
back and forth across the desert Chris-
tianizing and civilizing the Indians.

But nowhere does his actual spirit
seem to dwell as on this lonely moun«
tain, For every year, at the dawn of
Easter, people of the valley and of the
entire state climb the mountain and
take part in a religlous ceremony
which cannot be duplleated in the
world.

All night before the event the roads
are flled with pllgrims—in motorcars,
in carriages and wagons and on foot.
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EASTER SUNDAY
 NEW YEAR'S DAY

Originally Marked the Beginning
of the Twelve Months—Spring
Festivals in Vegue Long
Before the Time of
Christianity.

By REV. ARTHUR HOLT.

ASTHER Sunday was formerly
E equivalent to New Year's day;

though not the first day of the

year it was the day on which
the opening of the year was celebrated.
Historically the Christlan Easter Is
gimply & continuation of the Jewlsh
Passover, which wns celebrated on the
14th day of the first month of the Jew-
|lxh year—that 18, on the day of the
| first full moon next following the day
l of the equinox. It has been questioned
| whether any special observance of this
day was practiced or enjolned by the
apostles and the early Church Fa-
thers ; yet the words of St. Paul (I Cor.
5:7-8) seem to sanction if they do not
recommend an observance of some sort
and foreshadow the thought which
came finally to underlie it: “For even
Christ our passover 18 sacrificed for
us, Therefore let us keep the feast,
not with old leaven, neither with the
leaven of mulice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincer-
ity and truth.,” According to the Jew-
Ish tradition, the Passover commemo-
rated the pnssing of the Angel of
Death over the houses of the Israelites
In Egypt, the doorposts and lintels of
which had been sprinkled with the
blood of the paschal lamb, The Chris-
tians, In adopting the festival, gave It
a new significance. For them the Sav-
lor became the true Paschal Lamb, and
the new festival commemorated His
resurrection on the third day following

| | the Crucifixion.

Greeting Dawn of Easter.

Through the dark they travel in si-
lence for the most part, for the hour
is solemn. Before the dawn there are
as many as 80,000 people on that moun-
taln top gazing into the pale eastern
gky. Buddenly the pale sky is plerced
by a pencil of golden light. Then an-
other, and then the morning sun, A
cornet solo halls It first, followed by
the music and the chantlng of the
‘Mass, Would that it were given to
every soul of us once a year to climb
& mountain top with a great multitude
and lift up our hearts to the pure
~igawn~—~Rheto Childe Dorr.

The proper day for celebrating East-
er was one of the questions which the
| Council of Nice (A. D, 325) was called
| upon to decide. By the Eastern Chris-
| tlans It was at that time celebrated on
| the same day as the Jewlsh Passover,
without regard to the day of the week
on which it might fall. Among the
‘Western Christians, who held that the
crucifixion occurred on a Friday and
the resurrection on a Sunday, there
had arisen & custom of celebrating
Easter on the first Sunday following
the 14th of the first month, and to this
costom was given the officlal sanction
of the counell., Furthermore, the rule
then established for fixing upon the
proper Sunday was designed partly to
prevent the possibllity of Haster ever
falling on the same day as the Pass-
over, but the rule has falled on several
occenslons to prevent this colncidence,
and at rare intervals the two festivals
came together,

Changes in Calendar.
The old Roman year, like the Jewish

year, began'in March, when the sun en-
ternd tho constellatior Arles, When the

calendar was reformed under Jullus
Caesar, the year wans made to begin on
the first day of January. After the
adoption of Christinnity in Europe, the
date of the beginning of the year was
changed to March In most countries, so
that Haster became recognized 88 a
New Year's doy. The reform of the
calendar by Pope Gregory, In 1582,
agaln changed the day on which the
year began, although In KEngland it
continued to begin on the 25th of
March until the adoption of the “new
style" there in 1752,

Christianity found Spring festivals
already In vogue In heathen Europe,
and to these oldtime festivals many of
the customs and superstitions rites still
connected with KEaster are clearly
traceeble, The name Easter, given to
the day by the Teutonle natlons—the
Roman nations have retained the old
Hebrew name, pascha, onder modified
forms, as the Jour de Paques, of the
Pronch—ig derlved by Bede from Eos-
ter or Ostars, the name of an old
Anglo-Saxon goddess, in whose honor
g Spring festival was celebrated.
Grimm was unable to find any mention
of a delty of this name among the an-
clent Germans, but from the fact that
the month of April still bears the name
ostermonat (in Old High German os-
tarmanoth), he did not doubt that such
a goddess, probably “the divinity of
the radiant dawn,” had been known
among them. The old Oster festival
was clearly of a solar character, a cel-
ebration in honor of the birth or the
rejuvenation of the sun of the new
year, This Is made evident, aside from
the known character of similar festl-
vals In other parts of the world, by

Thé Easter Hare

There are ssveral versions of the
connection of the hare with Easter,
but the hare custom le exclusively pa-
gan In origin and has nothing to do
with the Christinn festival. In the East,
the hare played a part In the mythical
life and adventures of Buddha In
fact, several hare myths come out of
india, the great reservole of religious

symbollsm,

many of the observances which It be-
quenthed to Easter. Thus it was for-
merly a custom all through the north
of Germany, on the night of Easter
Sunday or the third night following, to
kindle bonfires on all the heights, af-
fording & magnificent spectacle, when
these fires were to be seen here and
there over miles of country. This cus-
tom had become simply a mode of
merrymaking, but it is held with plaus-
Ibility that orlginally the bonfire was
symbolical of the new fire that was to
warm the earth and guicken it into re-
newed life after the cold embrace of
winter.

Anclent Popular Bellef.

Another Indieation of the anclent
solar character of this festival is an
old popular bellef, sald to survive still
in Brandenburg and Saxony, that the
sun at the moment of rigsing on the
morning of Easter gives three Joyous
leaps, that he dances with youthful
Joy. This curlous bellef was not con-
fined to Germany. In the mlddle dis-
tricts of Ireland, according to Brand,
It was customary, after spending East-
er eve In merrymaking and carous-
ing—watching the pot beil, the con-
tents of which were to break the long
Lenten fast, yet must not be touched
before the crowing of the cock—for
the whole company of revelers to go
out just at daybreak to see the rising
sun take his three Haster leaps. Sir
Thomas Browne, writing of popular
errors, mentions thus. qualntly the ex-
istence of this bellef in England: “We
shall not, I hope, disparage the resur-
rection of our Redeemer, If we say that
the sun doth not dance on Easter day;
and though I would willingly assent
unto any sympathetic exultation, yet
we cannot concelve thereln more than
a ftropleal (figurative) expression”™
Perhaps there 18 no more striking illus-
tration than this of the power of an
inherited bellef to live on in spite of
the testimony of all experience against
it. In somé places, apparently as an
alternative for giving up the bellef
wholly, it was held that in order to
witness these three leaps one must
look, not at the sun itself, but at the
reflection of It in a pool of clear water.
As a last resort, to save the bellef, the
sun might be made to dance, Brand
could recall that when he was a boy
he had seen “a vessel full of water set
in the open air, in which the reflected
sun seemed to dance, from the tremu-
lons motion of the water™ If the
mountain will not come to Mahomet,
then Mahomet muat go to the moun-
tain,

Among the customs handed down
through long ages and accepted by the
Church were those of Kaster eggs and
the Haster tale which the preacher told
from the pulpit, In lleu of a sermon,
connecting it with Christian reminls
cences, Later still there were in Ger-
many dramatle shows, named Oster-
gplele, executed by twelve performers,
one of whom, apparenily, was the
leader, and represented Summer beat-
ing Winter out of the land. The dances
and sports prevalent at this season ir,
Germany among the youths and maid
ens appear sometimes to have beet
marked with something of the loose
ness characteristic of the floral gamed

In Every Variety May Be Found a
' Symbol of the Faith of the
Christian.

EVERYWHERH
they are blooming,
lilles in the fields
of life, But there
needs no symbol-
ism for welcome
of the lilles at this
season of the
year, The llies
are opening thelr
petals and look-
ing out upon the
epring  sunshine
and the flelds of
green. And those

that do not belong to the out-of-doors
are found In prodigal lavishment at
the florists' and these have been car-
ried to the churches for the feast of
the llies that is styled Easter day.
Somewhere all these lllles had thelr
original habitat. And now they are
widely cultivated.

There is the lily of the annuncia-
tlon In Its spotless white and heart
of gold. There Is the Easter My,
that curves back i{ts petals so that the
golden center may gleam like the
Hght from the heart of the star.
There are the llies-of-the-valley that
exhale thelr preclous perfume In a
wealth of odor that exhilurites and
Intoxicates. There I8 the lllum
auratum, the gold-banded lily that
appears to be the crown of grace for
the beneflelaries of the resurrection,
There, too, 1s the redspotted llly that
seems to emblemize the crucifixion.
Is it not this llly of which It I8 sald
that it grew at the foot of the cross
and recelved some drops of the blood
that trickled therefrom? Then there
Is the tiger lily, with its splotches of
vivid color, that seems to set forth
the passions of humankind that the
resurrection rebukes, In the gardens
of the Southland are already bloom-
Ing the brown-spotted garden lllies,
and they seem to tell of the common
life and its trials and aflictions and
humble circumstance. They, too, are
Hlies fit for the open tomb of Easter
day.

But the lily that stands cold, exotic

and passionless, the calla lily, Is not
to be lost sight of. For refinement
and eulture and the type of life that
is preserved from much of the out-
ward harshness of existence needs to
be symbolized today and the calla
lily I8 its symbol. But faith Is like-
wise present In that red llly found
in warm windows, the amaryllls, It
seems to carry the
warmth and in-
*ensity of faith
with it So life
Is replete with
llles and the
day sees their un-
folding at the
tomb In celebra-
tion of the renew-
al of all life with
the coming of
spring, including
human life,

What Is Within
The Lily's Cup?

EASTER.

Life has loveliness to sell,
All beauliful and splendld things,
Blue waves whitened on a cliff,
Boaring fire that sways and sings.
And ehildren's facea looking up,
Holding wonder ke & cup.

Life has lovellness to sell,

Musle like a curve of gold,
Beent of vine trees in the raln,

Eyea that lova you, arms that hold,
And for your spirit's still delight,
Holy thoughts that star the night.

Spend all you have for lovellness.

Buy it and never count the cost,
For one white singing hour of peace

Chunt many & year of strife well lost,
And for a breath of ecstasy
Glve all you have been, or could be.
~8ara Teasdale in Poetry: A

Verse.

Palm’s Significance.

The palm so connected with the trk
umphal entry of our Lord Into Jeru
salem I8 the staff St. Christopher nsed
when ng Offero he unawares bore
Christ Himself on his shoulder In his
work of earrying the weak and small
across a raging river. 8t. Olara,
founder of the Poor Clares, when she
made her vows, received from St. Fran-
cls a palm, which in those days was
especinlly a mark of holiness with the
Crusadéers. ]
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we keep feeding

fornace with food but do not take out
“olinkers,” and our fire does not burn
tly. Always keep the liver active.

in nothing better for health than
taking an occasional mild laxative, per-
haps once & week; such a one as you
ean get at any drug store, made up of
May-apple, jalap, aloes, (sugar-coated,
tiny, easily taken ), which has stood the
test of fifty years of }P?md-mmely.
Dr. Pierce's Pleasant FPellets. But for
the “Spring Fever,” the general run-down
condition, the lack of ambition, the

lues,” one should take & course

treatment every spring; such a standard
fonic as Dr. Pierce's Goldan Medical Dis-
eovery, mow to be had in tablet form in
sixty-cent vinls, Wateh theTEeople go
plodding along the street. ere’'s no
spring, no vitality, A vimlizinﬁ tonie such
an this vegetable extract of Dr. Plerce's
glvea you the power to force yoursalf into
actlon, The brain responds to the new
blood In efrculation, and thus you'ra read
to make a flght against stagnatien whlnz
bolds you In bondage, Try It now! Don't
walt! Today s the day to berin. Galn a
little “pep,"” and laugh and live. Viw and
vitallty are the naturnl out-pouring of
healthy body, It does not spring up in &
night. Try this spring tonle, and you galn
the cournge that enmoes with enod henlth.
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A Weishman's Prayer.

A simple-minded man In a Welsh
conl valley Is a charaecter In his way
He always insists on taking his tur
In the devotional services of his chupel
His prayer the other night was soine
thing like this: “Almighty God, thou]
hast heard about that old kaiser,
rend in the paper that his throat |
bad, and that he has ditlicalty in
breathing. Well, Lord, thou knowe
how far to go."—Cardiff Western Mail

The mountain we climb often wor
ries us less than the grains of sand
In our shoes,

Strength Gave Out
Mrs. Schmitt Was Miserable From
Kidney Trouble Until Doan's Came
to Her Assistance. Now Well.

My kidneys gave out during the
change of life,” eays Mre, Murgaretha
Behmitt, 63 Alabama Ave., Brook-
lyn, N. Y. “My back ached and pained
n& if it were broken. When [ moved in
bed, sharp, darting pains caught me

ncrosa my back amd I
couldn't turn. Mornings
1 was stiff and sore and
it felt gs If heavy
weights were tied to me,
I wis o worn-out. 1
often came near

ing from dizziness an
flnshes of fire would
come before my eyes,
IMnding me,

“l ha# the most se-
vere headaches and my kidneys didn't
act regularly, The secretions passed
too often and caused much distress,
T was hardly able to do my housework
and just to walk upstaira took all my
strength.

“‘As soon an I began taking Doan's
Kifney Pills, I improved and six,
boxes put me in better health than I
had enjoyed for years,”

Mrs, Schmitt gave the foregoing
statement in 1018 and on Apnl 6,
1017, she maid: “My cure has been
Fermnuunt. 1 keep Doan's on hand,
wwever, and take a few doses oocn-
sionally.” .

Get Doan's at Any Store, 80c a Box ~
’
DOAN’S 0% s
FOSTER-MILBURN CO,, BUFFALO, N. Y.

STOPS
ABSGRB » LAMENES:
from a Bone Spavin, Ring Bon
Splint, Curb, Side Bone, or simi
troubles and gets horse going sound
1t acts mildly but quickly and good
sults are lasting. Does not blist
or remove the hair and horse
be worked. Page 17 in pamphlet w
each bottle telis how. $2,50 a boty]
delivered. Horse Book 9 R free,
ABSORBINE, JR., the antiseptic linime
for mankind, reduces Puinful Swellings, E
targed Glands, Wens, Bruises, Varicose Vein
heals Sores. Allays Pain. Will tell
more if you write. §1.25 a bottle at de
of delivered,  Liberal tria) bottle for 10¢ stampn
W.F.YOUNG, P. D, F., 310 Templa 81, Springfield, M

i it .‘%b L,
MARY JOHNSON'S HAIF
Ways Short and Kinky

Now its Long and Fluffy
She Used
NOAH'S HAIR DRESSIN

Price If your dealer can't su on
o nu.'%ﬂnn -uhnt;;l:m Ilnnrmlzaznm
NOAH PRODUOTE CORP., RICHMONL, V

ilicds ?,ﬂgﬁ
P N = TABLETS = I\
Better ¢han Pills | < 8ET A
For Liver iilt_\.|25C Box
Don’t Use Any Othe
Tha_n Guﬁwra'Soa
To Glear You
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